
DUNMANWAY 

THIS IS A GREAT TOWN. 
 

A Civic Pride Project. 
BY FIONA HAYES in collaboration with Dunmanway Chamber of Commerce and Dunmanway 
Community Council. July/August 2021.                                                             20/09/2021 

 

Introduction 

This project is a civic pride project aimed at increasing positivity within the local community 
and increasing awareness of all that is truly great within the existing framework of the 
community. It is not controversial to note that rural communities and market towns have 
changed dramatically in the last 50 years and with that change, opinions and perceptions of 
these once energetic spaces have also altered. It is easy to overlook all that is great about your 
civic space, and coming out of covid restrictions seemed the perfect opportunity to attempt to 
re-introduce the community to the bounty of GREAT amenities and resources that Dunmanway 
has to offer. 

Far way fields may seem greener, but this is not always the case. 

 

Attracting the Audience 

In order to create positive thought within the community about the community, signs were 
prepared stating ‘THIS IS A GREAT TOWN’ and installed at the entrances to the town. 



The initial more obvious answers were collected by the chamber of commerce through local 
engagement and general feedback from the question ‘WHY IS THIS A GREAT TOWN?’  

 

 
Followed by 

WHY IS THIS A GREAT TOWN 

 



Followed by the answers at the installation sites, the square, the library and the Coach road 
Green. 

 

       

 

       

This phase of the project has ended and the installation has been taken down. 



 

 

 

 

 



Engaging with the community 

Further answers were sought 

With continuing covid restrictions social distancing methods of engagement were sought. It 
was hoped all age groups would interact. A sign with a quick response code was generated 
and linked to the Chamber of Commerce Facebook page for the tech savvy. A post box was 
set up in the library for the not so tech savvy, and the schools were approached via art based 
feedback was encouraged. 

  

The community were asked for the deeper and more meaningful reasons as to why they 
thought that ‘THIS IS A GREAT TOWN’ in response to the installation. Here are a few 
responses from the QR CODE sins at the installation sites. 

 

            



           

 

               



Media and Social media coverage 

The project was covered by TV3, County Sound Radio, The Bandon Opinion, 
The Southern Star, The Evening Echo, Echo live and Fanlobbus parish.  

https://play.acast.com/s/c103/civicprideindunmanway-patriciachattingwithfionahayes-corktoday 

https://twitter.com/virginmedianews/status/1411388017093189637?s=10 

https://www.facebook.com/dunmanway.ie/videos/1009900353149299     

https://www.facebook.com/dunmanway.ie/posts/10159323264229866 

https://www.echolive.ie/corklives/arid-40341131.html 

 

     

 Stills from Tv3 and An interview as part of the Sunday Service at St Marys Church of 
Ireland, broadcast on a large screen during the Sunday service… My personal favourite. 

 

 

 

Photograph by Flash photography studio. 



 

       

 

 

Engaging with the schools  

The Chamber approached the schools with the question ‘WHY IS THIS A GREAT TOWN’ 
and this phase is currently ongoing, so far there has been great feedback from the younger 

generation . 

 

OUR GREAT TOWN.  

By Aron Donegan, age11,Kilnadur National school. 

 

Dunmanway is a great town 

Up town to Centra 

Never sad in our great town 

Make a frown go upside 

down in our great town 

A massive pitch you will love 

Nothing bad in our great town 

Would you come here? 

Awesome town Dunmanway 

You will have great fun in our great town. 

 
 



 

Interactive storyboard by 6th class St Marys Girls school. 



  

      

 



 

 

The Findings  

The project was very well received and there was a great response locally. It has created deep 
and meaningful conversation around the fabric of the town.  Positive thought has definitely 
been generated, this is not something that can be easily quantified but there is an 
overwhelming consensus that this is the case, based on local interaction and conversation. It 
is very encouraging to note that the junior school children are very positive about their great 
town and there will be an Art exhibition in the coming months to showcase their feedback. 
As the school children hold the future of the town in their grasp it is encouraging to note the 
fantastic POSITIVE response to the directed question WHY IS THIS A GREAT TOWN. 

 

 

Conclusion…Future of the project, 

I recently had a meeting with Aine Crowley at Create Ireland and it is hoped this project is the starting 
point for engagement and deep dialogue with ALL organisations within Dunmanway. That the 
conversation can commence regarding the decline of rural market towns but also their recreation in this 
new era as GREAT civic spaces. That these once energetic places can be reborn amidst community 
positivity and hope for the future, and that the wider community can be activated to engage. That positivity 
can been ignited and that time, and thought, the invisible materials in this project will give support to 
further action and negate any past negative profile. 



 

WHAT DOES DUNMANWAY NEED 
 

LETS CONTINUE THE 
CONVERSATION 

 

 

 


